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NURSING IN MISSION STATIONS 

TREATMENT TRAYS 

By Nina D. Gage 
Changsha, China 

A set of trays like those in the accompanying illustrations, while 
not new in American hospitals, is new to China, where scarcity of 
money has been thought to preclude the possibility of duplicating 
apparatus. As training nurses in system, speed of work and taking 
of responsibility is all-important, and as a system of trays is one of 
the most reliable means toward this end, we have tried to plan a set 
which should serve the purpose and yet not be prohibitive ih cost. 

The pictures show those devised for the Hunan- Yale Hospital 
wards and dispensary. Trays, jars, pus basins, paper bags, were all 
made or bought locally, so that the expense is inconsiderable. In- 
struments must always be purchased at home. 

In most hospitals, one set of trays for each ward would be required, 
omitting of course special ones, like the dressing tray for the medical 
wards, etc. In a smaller hospital one set of trays, only, would be re- 
quired. The saving of time necessary for a treatment, by having 
everything at hand and all articles together in an emergency, more 
than pays for the few extra instruments needed. Since using these 
trays, we have found our nurses quicker, more efficient, and better 
able to take responsibility, so we think the system has proven its value 
many times over. 



Tar Dressing for Burns and Wounds. — An Italian medical 
journal advocates vegetable tar, slightly heated to render it more 
liquid, as a dressing for frost-bitten feet, burns and other minor 
wounds. There is relief from pain and itching and the healing is 
more rapid. It is poured on, does not grow dry or stiff and can be 
washed off with alcohol or benzine. 
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1. EXAMINATION TRAY 

2. THERMOMETER TRAY 

3. STOMACH TRAY 
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4. EYE TRAY 
CATHETER TRAY 
DRESSING TRAY 
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7. HYPODERMIC TRAY 

8. PREPARATION TRAY 
9. EMERGENCY TRAY 



